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The second edition also afforded me an opportunity to refocus the book to make it even more useful to the intended audiences. First, I can unashamedly claim that this is a reference volume, given the comprehensive nature of my literature survey and the thoroughness with which I document each source, including specific page numbers. I couldn't have done it without Google ix www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press
Books and Google Scholar! Second, I know very well that readers find this work to be extremely accessible, all-encompassing, and engaging. Feedback suggests that students feel a justifiable sense of mastery of the field, once they've read it. Third, I want to provide a valuable resource to childhood scholars, whether in anthropology or elsewhere. Child psychologists, in particular, may be blinded by the dominance of Western culture in their theories, methods, and population samples. There are many ideas here that correct or even overturn conventional wisdom regarding child development and, particularly, the role of parents.
I likened the production of the original book to the careful handling of an awkward and obtrusive gorilla. For the second edition I would invoke the metaphor of a barn-raising. I have always been fascinated by the idea of a barnraising, and one of my favorite cinematic moments is the Amish barn-raising in the 1985 film Witness. I have gained a wonderful community of friends and scholars in the last six years who've created forums for the discussion and promotion of the anthropology of childhood, and these discussions gave birth to many of the "big" ideas introduced in this edition. I would like to acknowledge my enormous debt to these very wonderful organizers/hosts. These include Susan Blum, James and Tanya Broesch, Alyssa Crittenden, Sandra Evers, Peggy Froerer, Rob Gordon, Peter Gray, Diane Hoffman, Marida Holos, Heidi Keller, Stephen Laurence, Alice Lesnick, Courtney Mehan, Leslie Moore, Élodie Razie and Charles-Edouarde de Suremain, Andria Sherrow, and Gerd Spittler. Funding from the Society for Psychological Anthropology allowed me (and colleagues John Bock and Suzanne Gaskins) to host a marvelous interdisciplinary seminar to thrash out the role of stage in theorizing about childhood. As I extended my reach, endeavoring to make this edition more comprehensive, I was aided by numerous patient scholars who expertly fielded my queries. A special thanks to David Bjorkland, John Bock, Barry Bogin, Adam Boyette, Suzanne Gaskins, Heather Montgomery, David Olson, Sanae Okamoto-Barth, and Alice Schlegel. Last, a shout-out to ACYIG board members Kristen Cheney, Jill Korbin, David Rosen, Susan Shepler, Aviva Sinervo, E. J. Sobo, Rachael Stryker, and Tom Weisner, who have been so critical in the process of building an organization to shelter our enterprise.
October 10, 2013
First edition preface
In 2002, an article entitled "Why don't anthropologists like children?" appeared in American Anthropologist. The author argued that anthropologists, in their comprehensive study of every society on the planet, had ignored or (Hirschfeld 2002) . Since I'd devoted my career to the study of children in culture, I was personally affronted. Moreover, I had had no difficulty finding dozens of accounts of children in the ethnographic record to corroborate a thesis I advanced in a book published just a few years earlier (Lancy 1996) . Consequently, I wrote a careful and thorough rebuttal and submitted it as a commentary. The journal editors rejected it as too long. I whittled and whittled but it was still over the 500-word limit. I gave up trying to shrink my rebuttal and, instead, decided to expand it. You are reading the result.
I realized that while I might be aware of a treasure trove of material in the ethnographic record, others might not. The field, in fact, seems balkanized. For example, I've noted that anthropologists who study children in schools -there are more than 700 members of the Council on Anthropology and Educationmay not pay much attention to the work of ethnographers studying children learning to farm or to hunt. Anthropologists looking at language socialization; archaeologists studying mortuary practices; biobehavioral anthropologists studying fertility -these and numerous other lines of inquiry run in parallel, rarely crossing. Theoretical perspectives that are treated as antithetical when they might better be seen as complementary divide us as well.
This volume aims to include, therefore, the work of anthropologists interested in childhood who, heretofore, may have been unaware or at least unappreciative of each other's work. I achieve this synthesis partly through a comprehensive literature review but also by eschewing lengthy treatment of theoretical formulations that might act as a bar to the uninitiated. Ideally, this work should serve as a catalyst that promotes much greater interaction among those who study children.
The book quite consciously sets out to capture and offer at least a passing reference to most studies in anthropology where children are in the foreground. All of the major themes -for example, infancy, children's play, and adolescent initiation -are covered at length. Furthermore, where these themes abut the disciplines of history and primatology, I draw liberally from those bodies of scholarship to strengthen and enrich the presentation.
A seminal work that provided a model for my research was Sarah Blaffer Hrdy's Mother Nature. In that book, Hrdy draws on the literature on motherhood outside the dominant culture, and, in constructing a more representative portrait, she also dismantles many taken-for-granted notions about the phenomenon -the maternal "instinct," to choose just one example. It has been my intent to do for childhood what Hrdy did for motherhood. Here, too, we see that many assumptions that are made about what is "normal" or natural in children's development are, in fact, quite narrowly culture-bound. Indeed, throughout this work, the formula employed in child development texts will be turned on its head. In these texts, research on middle-class Euroamerican children defines the standard and "anecdotes" from anthropological studies illustrate "deviation from the mean." In the pages that follow, common aspects of Western childhood are examined through the lens of anthropology. This lens reveals that what we take for granted as customary appears to be rather strange when compared with prevailing practices found elsewhere. The goal is not to offer a competing volume to standard child development texts but, rather, to offer a supplement or corrective.
The alliterative terms in my subtitle suggest three compass points in this landscape. Our own society views children as precious, innocent, and preternaturally cute cherubs. However, for much of human history, children have been seen as anything but cherubic. I will introduce readers to societies, indeed entire periods in history, where children are viewed as unwanted, inconvenient changelings or as desired but pragmatically commoditized chattel. These perspectives will be employed in the study of family structure and reproduction; profiles of children's caretakers -parental, sib, and community; their treatment at different ages; their play; their work; their schooling; and their transition to adulthood. Again and again, our views and treatment of our cherubs will stand in sharp contrast to views of children constructed by anthropologists and historians from their work in other societies.
Another audience I hope to reach is the legion of teachers, fieldworkers, and policymakers who are laboring to improve the lives of children not fortunate enough to have been born into a privileged society. All are aware of the importance of taking culture into account in their work, and "multiculturalism" has become an oft-heard mantra. But the concept is often used to provide some exotic spices to season the otherwise standard prescriptions for children's schooling and welfare. Throughout this work we'll probe deeply into the literature to discover the ways in which child development is truly shaped by culture. But The Anthropology of Childhood goes beyond this analysis in consistently building bridges between the rich cultural traditions documented by ethnographers in the past and the contemporary scenarios confronted by interventionists.
Gradually, the 500-plus-word commentary has grown into a 500-lb gorilla dominating my life and rendering me an insufferable companion. I couldn't see a play or a movie or read a novel without finding something that might fit. Joyce has not only tolerated the beast but has groomed it on regular occasions. Other family and friends fed it snacks. Thank you Nadia, Sonia, Leslie, Bob, Judy, Quinn, Rick, and Melissa. Many others often asked after the gorilla's growth and wellbeing. At Utah State, these included (among many others) my colleagues Michael Chipman, Richley Crapo, Christie Fox, Kermit Hall, Norm Jones, Rick Krannich, Pat Lambert, Lynn Meeks, and Mike Sweeney. Colleagues elsewhere who joined the vigil included Katie Anderson-Levitt, Nigel Barber, Jay Black, Gary Chick, Gary Cross, Aaron Denham, Bob 
